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Businesses can make a di ﬁerence in the lives of kids

e of meetings, traveling and
deadlines,

But during her off hours she lesves
that high-pressiur widid Bahiled to tend
b pgraadly impirtamt mettars of ancther
orders o chat atout boys, bomewock 20
nttwar high school goesip with
I 1vear-ah] "Little Sistes™
Hhi.

Cryminl i #n lnpottant per
som for Kl whi has besn In
agad crat of fosier cars since she
was T. Sha 15 a constant. A
monren of hogs, A tole model
2 the [Betapsr ponilers careny
s editsatinn optiors fhol Tay
ahead.

Tha two wara  brooght
topether mearly (hree yaars
ago by Gig Arallwrs Big Sishers
of Metropalitan Portland. The
organmation i making doszene
of athersuch matches thigigh
%3 Profect Hope, which paice
caring pdulls with foster care
children ages i 0o 17.

Social servites nrgnnimnbiong hive
gatned ground reaching tals nalnerab:
popalntion. with the help of the
Children's Imestrment Fund.

[ 32, Portlacd woi=d created the
Children's Invastnant Fund, which bas
to e, disstritated pearty 316 million Ls
oMy programs proven io
Palp Xlds im nreas of ey dullihood
deslepimant, aftrr-school mentoring mmd
chib alvss prevention.

Pur instaces, with suppart from e
Chlléren's Irvestment Fund, Projecl

Hipss greatly expasdhd s namber of

5 & marketing sgosialiat [or Wike
Trc., Crysial Rover's days are &

mesdnr-child mabches [om seeen to &,

and andlcipeies secving a doll of 10
chdldren in fmlar care

Prajec: Hope helpad chanpe the cours)
uf MUFe N Chver time she and Crystol
bawe bullt o deep (riendship infoaeiog
the tesn Lo lnprove in school, form

Tealthy ralntiooships with her peens and
e apply For her fret joh.

Bus mzmy of (e other nessdy B0 -
{gr gare children in Oregon aren't 20
Tugky and thelrplight demands sttention
from i Pordand community. Reoent
sindies show these tecos bepome eo-
nommle cnstoffs whan they lemm the
stabe's Fosler care sysbém as
adults.

More thaik hall sulfer froma
sl flimeae, One-third L
in poveerty and one-thind don't
havs kealih inserance. Ooe in
fiva hawa heen homeless, Ooly
o i1 50 poas on 1 oftaim 2
colloge degren ’ Asather stat
noticeahle o all dsien who
weeelt oo shop dowrdoeis Ore-
fhird of the city's stest kifds
hewe bean In foster - care,
wiliiel |8 wiy Project Hope s
filling & potad gap

Through Projécl Hope, a
hitingual special st helps idem-
lify ehildren in Lating eom-
mranitias, and the crganis-
tlon works with other child
ndwacocy gronps for refermis. Thes:
mentors go throngh detalled hazkground
checks eod nre matched sfter acdensive
Inberviews 5o they provids the hest guid-
aB

Thies who choose to attend court
appoininents. wilk their Litde Brother
nr Ester quickly becoms sware of the
Ienstrasing mrenucracy inkgrnt in the
syalim, &5 woll as the amumpasying
beartache wnd isolstion it brings b (ke
childmen cagght in

Project Hogs stall members kave their
challenpes too, Chililre heve o be Sl
Jorwrad pesnty through The eyebem o= they
nre plasd Dom family to fmily And
menbeeing hes o be coondinaiel wilk
multiple caregimrs who include frales
parenis, biolcgieal parents, stote cage-
wniriers and the couria

Thee there are e nipds of the chil

dren themsalves, whomust leorn o irnsl
142 adult mesttoes aftee a Ufe of disap-
palniment, betrmyal and hust,

Mhi |5 one of the progras’s SUocess
shaeis, but mone childeen go waiting.

That's wharn the business tommmlty
can mais & difference. Their perticipa
#Hon B couclal as the oy emnomnse
‘health and valality are ted o meetleg
thia nends of Portlasd's children.

Employers mn encmHiage et work-
s ba jaln groups suth o8 By Brothers
[y Siabars, Thoy con offer sign-ap Incen:
tives and spunsor weskday and wethend
events for youshs o iearn more about e
business warlkd, Coon on boan, basiness
s and thelr employess Al berome
amkassadors, spreading e word ahout
a group's mission and poals

For exnmiple, Foyer helps orgenize
agrneywide activiies such as Mike Fiekd
Day e wutks in-the Big Brothers Big
Slsters program and heips seeruit o
wiHHATS I heoame menters

For Rayet: heing 2 Big Sister hms ghvan

VN TR R
Jirwan and his merdar. B, spend same quality thes tagether o n Mg Brethers By Gisiers peety.

Trwar lifie perspectioe and foroes her i Sim
afiwsh foak at 13 wian 1t gets too hectic.

“Faen when [t peta crezy ab work, 1
v thera ame times whan T have to pat
e Ared. T forget abowt the bad mesting 1
mry Beava Tind o the five things [ Beve b
o 1ts & really good balence foe balh of
-

Por Mkd, Projct Hope bas brought her
thi sinblity she haglsaged forin her s

“Sre's [z the lasl plecn of the puzle
L iy 166, ™ sha says showl har Big Sister
Crystal

By 1= Waties] Foster Care Month.
It's a perfact fisa Tor s 1o reflect oo bew
hi cliy's prosperity is Hed io childoen
wock s Rl

¥nir pepport of orpanizations sach oe
Big Brothers BIg Sisters and In & Jarger

secse, Portland™s Childreos Investmant

Pumd, gives ber unid ollars that opparta-
niiy
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