	Children's Levy – KINK FM

	Friday, October 3, 2008 - It may be the most worthwhile measure on this fall's ballot. KINK Considers Portland's Children's Investment Fund. 

The first thing to know about Portland's ballot measure 26-94--the children's levy-- is that it will not increase your taxes. It is a five-year renewal of a program that has been in effect and effective over the past five years. It does cost the average taxpayer $75 a year and we know that it's tempting to want tax relief with our soft and scary economy.

But here's why it makes sense to keep the program. Last year the Children's Investment Fund raised 13-million dollars in tax revenue and the fund has picked up three million in matching grant money over the past five years.

Administration costs less than five percent. The fund made grants to 69 separate programs serving 16-thousand kids ranging from toddlers to high schoolers. It funds everything from Big Brother/Big Sister mentors to immunizations. From constructive after school programs at the Boys and Girls' Club to help with homework.

From relief nurseries that give a break to parents in crisis to Head Start to a bike safety program for elementary school kids. It supports families through parenting education, brings caring adults into the lives of kids who need them, gets young children ready to learn at school, and keeps older kids in school.

And it gets results. Two thirds of the students in the mentoring program it funds now meet or exceed state math and reading standards. Suspensions are down. Attendance is up. But this program actually helps all of us. It means less disruption in school classrooms that affects everyone's education. It means less crime and spending on prisons. It means a child who might otherwise be abused, won't be

We strongly recommend continuing Portland's Children's Investment Fund and voting yes on Measure 26-94.


