Vote 'yes' for children 

I appreciate your editorial endorsing Measure 26-94, the Portland Children's Levy, which supports the Children's Investment Fund ("Keep the children's levy aloft," Sept. 22). 

As a member of the Citizens Oversight Committee, I have witnessed the needs of vulnerable children in our community and the positive impact the Children's Investment Fund has on them. Through proven and effective programs in early childhood, after-school and mentoring, and child abuse and neglect prevention and intervention, the Children's Levy enables 67 local programs to reach 16,000 kids each year. 

Research shows that every dollar invested in quality youth programs yields many more dollars in return -- by increasing high school graduation rates and higher-paying jobs, and lowering youth involvement with substance abuse, teen pregnancy and criminal justice. 

With the economic downturn, supporting our most vulnerable families is more important than ever. I urge Portlanders to vote "yes" on the Children's Levy. 
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