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What: A renewal of a five-year Portland property tax levy to pay for child abuse prevention, and early childhood, foster care and after-school programs. The fund provided grants to 67 programs over the past five years. 

Annual cost: The levy will raise about $14 million a year for five years and will cost about 40 cents per $1,000 of assessed value, or about $67 for a house assessed at $168,000. This is the same rate that taxpayers now pay for the levy. 

What it covers: Early childhood programs include Albertina Kerr Centers, Albina Head Start, Neighborhood House and Morrison Child and Family Services. Child abuse prevention programs include Big Brothers Big Sisters of Metro Portland, Children's Relief Nursery and the Metamorphosis Project. After-school programs include Boys and Girls Club, Chess for Success, and Self-Enhancement Inc. 

Children served: The fund estimates that 16,000 children a year receive services from the programs supported by the grants. 

Awarding grants: A committee chaired by City Commissioner Dan Saltzman approves the grants. Programs submit annual financial audits and must demonstrate that they're delivering the services they promised. 

Losing funding: The anti-gang House of Umoja and the youth program Bridge Builders both lost their grants because of difficulties providing services and submitting required reports. No programs have been cut because of financial audits. 

What proponents say: Backers acknowledge that these aren't typical city services, but they argue that the welfare of the city's children should be a priority and that early childhood programs are a particularly good investment. Supporters claim the programs supported by the levy have improved academic performance, increased school attendance, decreased behavioral problems and reduced sex abuse. 

What opponents say: There is little organized opposition. Taxpayers Association of Oregon paid for an argument in the Voters' Pamphlet saying the city is "wasting the tax dollars we send now." 

--James Mayer
