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Children’s Investment Fund Approves $10 Million 

In Additional Investments for Early Childhood Programs 


The Portland Children’s Investment Fund Tuesday approved investing $10 million in 18 early childhood programs during the next three years, adding to the $6.7 million already being spent to provide affordable daycare and help prepare the city’s youngest residents for success in school.

The investments were approved by the Fund’s Allocation Committee and cover a 33-month period from October 2005 through June 2008. All of the organizations receiving the funding are current Children’s Investment Fund early childhood grantees. 

The early childhood programs fall into two main categories: those that provide core child development and early education services and are classroom and/or home based; and those that offer early childhood services in mental health, culturally-specific areas, HIV/AIDS programs, general health information and special needs.

The early childhood investments were renewed after lengthy staff site visits and program performance assessment. Grantees had to meet a variety of requirements, including contract compliance in the number of children they serve and scope of services, as well as satisfying budget and independent audit criteria.  All of the Children’s Investment Fund grantees were in compliance with contract requirements. 
With Tuesday’s investments, the 18 programs anticipate annually serving 2,900 children throughout the city.
“Studies have shown that funding early childhood programs is one of the wisest investments we can make,” said City Commissioner and Allocation Committee member Dan Saltzman. “These organizations are reaching some of Portland’s neediest families, providing essential skills for children and vital outreach to their parents to give them a better shot at a successful future in our schools and community.” 
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The renewals, which must be approved by Portland City Council and the Multnomah County Commission, include Albertina Kerr Centers’ Early Intervention Program, Albina Early Head Start, Cascade AIDS Project’s Kids Connection, Childcare Improvement Project, Friendly House Preschool, Housing Authority of Portland’s Early Literacy Program, Insights Teen Parent Program, IRCO’s Children’s Investment Program, Morrison Child and Family Services’ Early Childhood Consultation and Prevention Services and Morrison’s Listos Para Aprender, Mt. Hood Community College Head Start at Gateway, Native American Rehabilitation Association’s Star Shield Family Wellness, Neighborhood House Early Oregon Pre-Kindergarten, OCHA’s Portland Ninos, Peninsula Children’s Center CHIF Scholarship Program, Portland Community College Child Development Center, Portland Impact Parent Child Development Services and Portland Public School’s Head Start Program at Kelly Center.

In 2002, Portland voters passed Measure 26-33, which created the Children’s Investment Fund.  The Fund provides approximately $8.5 million a year for five years to support programs in early childhood development, after-school mentoring and child abuse prevention. Eligible programs must demonstrate cost effectiveness and a proven success record.  The Children’s Investment Fund is subject to annual audits and its administrative costs cannot exceed 5 percent.
Thus far, the Children’s Investment Fund has invested nearly $16 million over two years in 50 different programs at 42 organizations across the city.  Those two-year investments include approximately $6.7 million for early childhood programs, $3.1 million for child abuse prevention and intervention programs, and $6.2 million for after-school and mentoring programs.  In May, $2 million more was earmarked for after-school and mentoring programs from July 2005 through June 2008.

For more information, see www.childrensinvestmentfund.org.
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