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Portland Children’s Investment Fund and Meyer Memorial Trust

Support Innovative Library Programs with $1.5 million
The Portland Children’s Investment Fund and Meyer Memorial Trust provided matching $750,000 grants to The Library Foundation. The $1.5 million total award will support a range of children’s literacy programs at Multnomah County Library that encourage reading from infancy through elementary school with a strong focus on family literacy and shared reading. 

The funding targets proven effective programs already in place at the Library that will be expanded to reach more children and families at risk for low literacy. 

“These two grants will transform literacy for children at risk in our community,” said Merris Sumrall, CEO of The Library Foundation, the private nonprofit that raises funds for Multnomah County Library. “Together these funds will bring rigorously tested literacy programs to babies, toddlers and school-age children.”

The Meyer Memorial Trust grant is a three-year challenge grant to be used to fund:
· The expansion of Summer Reading, with focused outreach to children at risk for low literacy.
· The expansion of Books 2 U to additional schools and classrooms.
· The creation of Every Family Reads, a program focused on encouraging both children and their parents to read. Each year, the program will focus on the work of a single author whose work spans a range of ages. The program will culminate with a visit from the author each year. 


The money from the Children’s Investment Fund grant will fund the expansion of the Raising a Reader Program.  RAR is a take-home book program that provides children with books directly from places they visit everyday: childcare centers, Head Start classrooms and nonprofit community centers. 

“We’re confident that our Leverage Fund investment in The Library Foundation and its unique approach to increasing literacy skills will help raise the reading level of some of Portland’s neediest children,” said City Commissioner Dan Saltzman, chair of the Children’s Investment Fund Allocation Committee. 
Sumrall said both grants come as lead gifts to The Library Foundation’s “Campaign for a Lifetime of Literacy.”  This four-year campaign will extend the Library’s reach into the community, funding a major expansion of the Library’s literacy programs for children and families. The Library Foundation’s goal is to raise $10 million by 2007.  Sumrall notes, “These gifts will help us move toward our goal, enabling our Library to make a community wide change in the level of literacy and reading skill among at risk children and their families.”  
The Children’s Investment Fund’s contribution to The Library Foundation is the fourth allocation from its $3 million Leverage Fund, created in December 2004 to match public investments with private funders. Thus far, nearly $1.8 million has been allocated from the Leverage Fund to maximize community impact and make more resources available to Portland’s children. These funds have been matched dollar for dollar with private funds for a total investment of $3.6 million.

About the Children’s Investment Fund





In 2002 Portland voters passed Measure 26-33 creating the Children’s Investment Fund.  The Fund provides approximately $8.5 million a year for five years to support 61 programs in early childhood development, after-school and mentoring and child abuse prevention and intervention. For more information, see www.childrensinvestmentfund.org



About Meyer Memorial Trust

Meyer Memorial Trust was created by the late Fred G. Meyer, who built the chain of retail stores bearing his name throughout the Pacific Northwest.  Meyer Memorial Trust is a private foundation that reflects the personal philanthropy of Meyer and is not related to the Fred Meyer, Inc., retail chain.  Its mission is to invest in people, ideas and efforts that deliver significant social benefit to Oregon and southwest Washington.
About The Library Foundation

The Library Foundation raises and manages funds to supplement the public funding Multnomah County Library receives.  Since its founding in 1995, the Foundation has raised over $20 million to improve buildings, enhance collections and expand programs. www.libraryfoundation.org
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